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SENATE BI LL 6330

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Kastama, Sheldon, Rasnussen, Doumt, Winstein,
Fraser, Swecker, MAuliffe, OCke, Eide, Honeyford, Franklin, Mulliken,
Prentice, Pflug, Kohl-Wlles, Jacobsen and Roach

Read first tinme 01/11/2006. Referred to Conmmttee on |nternational
Trade & Econom c Devel opnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to the establishnment of the WAshi ngton trade corps
fell owship program adding new sections to chapter 43.31 RCW and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The Wshington trade corps fellowship
program is established in the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent. The purpose of the program is to pronote
international trade and enhance the work of Washington's trade offi ces.
The program wll award fellowships to students who have shown
significant interest in pursuing a career in international trade and
place themin trade offices. The fellows will be expected to learn the
practice of trade pronotion and fulfill the m ssion of the offices to
pronote overseas trade and commerce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Unless the <context «clearly requires
otherwi se, the definitions in this section apply to sections 1 through
7 of this act.

(1) "Departnent” mneans the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .
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(2) "Fellow' neans the recipient of a Wshington trade corps
fell owshi p award.

(3) "lInstitution" means an accredited public or private university
or college wwthin the state of Wshi ngton

(4) "Trade office" means an office |ocated outside the United
States operated or contracted by the departnent of comrunity, trade,
and econom c devel opnent or the departnment of agriculture for the
pur pose of pronoting overseas trade and commerce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Candidates for the fellowship nust be:
(a) A resident student as defined in RCW28B. 15.012;
(b) Enrolled in an institution's program offering a degree or

credenti al in i nt ernati onal trade, i nt ernati onal relations,
i nternational business, or a related area;

(c) Proficient in the |anguage conmmon to the area in which they
w |l be placed.

(2) The departnent may require that fellowship candidates intern
with the departnment prior to final selection. The departnment may
i npose additional requirenments as necessary to facilitate the efficient
operation of its trade offices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A fellowship shall be available for no nore
than five persons per year. Fellows shall serve a mninmm of six
nmont hs and nmay serve a maxi num of ei ghteen nont hs. Fel l ows shall be
conpensated with a stipend of no less than ten thousand dollars.
Fel lows shall be provided living and travel expenses while overseas,
but the total cost provided by the departnent per fellow per year,
shall not exceed sixty percent of the state's average yearly wage, or
twenty-five thousand dollars, whichever is greater

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The departnent shall appoint a commttee to
assist it in evaluating and selecting applicants for the fell owshi ps.

At least three of the commttee nenbers shall be nenbers of
organi zati ons concerned wth international trade; at |east one shall be
from a statew de organization; and at l|east tw shall represent

regi onal organi zations fromdifferent regions of the state. At |east
three of the commttee nenbers shall be from institutions and have
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expertise in international trade. The decision of the departnent in
selecting fellows is final.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The departnent shall assign fellows to
trade offices in consultation with each fellow s institution. No nore
than two fellows shall be assigned to any trade office at one tine.

(2) The departnent shall establish reporting requirenents which the
fellows nmust neet. The departnent's reporting requirenents nmay include
research of value to the departnent's international trade staff or to
trade pronotion groups in the state and may be in conjunction with or
in addition to any requirenents of the institution.

(3) The departnent nmay require that the fellow enter into
postfell owship enploynent with the departnment for one year and may
require that sone or all of the fellowship costs be repaid if the
postfell owship enpl oynent requirenent is not net.

(4) The departnent shall report to the Ilegislature on the
Washi ngton trade corps fellowship program by Decenber 1, 2006, and by
Decenber 1st of every other year thereafter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Neither the departnment, the institution, nor
any other division of the state is liable for injuries caused by a
change in the security situation of the country in which a fellow is
stationed. Fellows shall follow all travel advisories published by the
United States departnent of state for the country in which they are
st ati oned.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The departnent of comrunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall nmake rul es necessary to inplenent this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 7 of this act are each
added to chapter 43.31 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. |If specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 2006, in the omi bus appropriations act, this act
is null and voi d.
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